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forecasting at least one a numbor of image processing parameter 
pa i jpmcfloro of an image processing operation based upon at least one image 
i^esspng setting , the image processing operation comprising one of an optical 



pre 



scf nnin 3 of an image from a print medium, a copying of the image disposed on the print 



me Jjurr 
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CLAIMS: 



(Currently Amended) An image processing evaluation method, 



ing: 



. or a printing of the image on the print medium : 



displaying the at least one image processing parameter paramotoro on a 
Jevice; 

altering, the at least one image processing setting based upon a user 

iput; 

re-forecasting the at least one number of image processing parameter 
based upon the at least one image processing setting altered by the user 
iput; and 

performing a preoperative task based upon a user input in response to the 
the at least one image processing parameter, paramotoro. 



(Currently Amended) The Image processing evaluation method of claim 1, 
further c uprising associating at least one threshold with the at least one image 
process ng parameter, paramotoro, thereby providing a performance benchmark with 
whi :h a /alue for the at least one of tho image processing parameter paramctoro may 
be omfared. 



(Currently Amended) The image processing evaluation method of claim 2, 
he associating of the at least one threshold with the at least one of tho image 

parameter poromotors further comprises automatically determining the at 
threshold. 
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(Original) The image processing evaluation method of claim 1, wherein 
performing of the preoperative task based upon the user input further comprises 
the image processing operation. 
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(Original) The image processing evaluation method of claim 1, wherein 
thd pert >rming of the preoperative task based upon the user Input further comprises 
carj|ce[ir|g the image processing operation. 



(Original) The image processing evaluation method of claim 1, wherein 
thejberfirming of the preoperative task based upon the user input further comprises 
aut >ma1 cally determining an optimum configuration for the at least one image 
propessjig setting to perform the image processing operation. 



7 (Currently Amended) The image processing evaluation method of claim 6, 
wh|rein the automatically determining of the optimum configuration for the at least one 
ims je p ocessing setting to perform the image processing operation further comprises 
del rmir ing whether the at least one oftto image processing parameter paramotoro 
exc|eds|at least one threshold associated therewith. 



8 



(Currently Amended) The image processing evaluation method of claim 1, 
he forecasting of the at least one number of image processing parameter 
of the image processing operation based upon the at least one image 
lg setting further comprises forecasting the at least one image processing 
parflmeft >r based upon the at least one image processing setting that includes a number 
ettings. 
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£. (Canceled) 



1). 



wh irein 



(Currently Amended) The image processing evaluation method of claim 9, 
the forecasting of the at least one numborof image processing parameter 
paittimo ere of the image processing operation based upon the at least one image 
pro ;ess ng setting further comprises comparing the execution time with at least one 
ex^utic n time threshold to obtain a measure of the performance of the image 
ng operation. 



the 



pan 
indi 
ope 



^ess 



1 



(Original) The image processing evaluation method of claim 1, further 
corttprislig displaying an operation evaluation message on the display device indicating 
an Ixpe ;ted measure of performance of the image processing operation. 



1:2. (Currently Amended) An image processing evaluation program embodied 
in qjconrputer readable medium, comprising: 

code that evaluates an effectiveness of an anticipated execution of the 
imdbe p jocesslng operation in a computer system , the image processing operation 
con j orisi pq one of an optical scanning of an image from a print medium, a copying of 



mac g disposed on the print medium, or a printing of the image on the print medium ; 



code that presents at least one a number of image processing parameter 
motbrs to a user, the at least one image processing parameter parame t ers 
indifating the effectiveness of the anticipated execution of the image processing 
; and 

code that provides for an alteration of a number of image processing 
hat correspondingly alters the effectiveness of the anticipated execution of the 
pr acessing operation. 
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(Original) The image processing evaluation program embodied in the 
cottiputbr readable medium of claim 12, further comprising code that provides for an 
exflcuti|n of the image processing operation based upon a user input. 



1 4. (Original) The image processing evaluation program embodied in the 
cofputfr readable medium of claim 12, further comprising code that prevents the 

i of the image processing operation when the computer system is incapable of 
ng the image processing operation. 
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(Currently Amended) The image processing evaluation program 
in the computer readable medium of claim 12, further comprising code that 
for at least one threshold associated with the at least one s£4t*e image 

parameter parameters , thereby providing a performance benchmark with 
/alue for the at least one et=&* image processing parameter paramotoro may 
ared. 



Ifc> (Currently Amended) The image processing evaluation program 
odie d in the computer readable medium of claim 15, wherein the code that provides 
st one threshold associated with the at least one of tho image processing 
param e t ers further comprises code that automatically determines the at least 



one thre Jhold 



(Original) The image processing evaluation program embodied in the 
conjbutej- readable medium of claim 12, further comprising code that automatically 
optijpizefc the image processing settings. 
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1 8. (Original) The image processing evaluation program embodied in the 
co|put >r readable medium of claim 17, further comprising code that withholds at least 
onf of t ie image processing settings from an automated optimization operation. 



cor lputi 
effc ctive 



13. (Original) The image processing evaluation program embodied in the 
r readable medium of claim 12, wherein the code that evaluates the 
ness of the anticipated execution of the image processing operation in the 
cor|put< r system further comprises code that estimates an amount of time for a full 
exe :utic n of the image processing operation. 
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(Original) The image processing evaluation program embodied in the 
r readable medium of claim 12, wherein the code that evaluates the 

of the anticipated execution of the image processing operation in the 
conjput^ system further comprises code that estimates a minimum amount of at least 
of memory that is necessary to perform the image processing operation. 
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(Canceled) 



(Currently Amended) The image processing evaluation program 
in the computer readable medium of claim 12 £±, wherein at least one of the 
processing settings is selected from the group consisting of a scan resolution of 
operation, a color depth of the scan operation, and a page si2e of the scan 
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a processor circuit having a processor and a memory; and 
an image processing evaluator stored in the memory and executable by 
• t the image processing evaluator comprising: 

logic that evaluates an effectiveness of an anticipated execution of 
e image processing operation in a computer system , the imaoe processing 
p aeration comprising one of an ontical scanning of an image from a print 



proc essor, 



e image on the print medium ; 



logic that presents at least one a numbor of image processing 
pj irameter paramctoro to a user, the at least one image processing parameter 
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3. (Currently Amended) An image processing evaluation system, 



edium, a copying of the imaoe disposed on the print medium, or a printing of 



^ iramotoro indicating the effectiveness of the anticipated execution of the image 
piocessing operation; and 

logic that provides for an alteration of a number of image 
pi ocessing settings that correspondingly alters the effectiveness of the 
ai ticipated execution of the image processing operation. 



(Original) The image processing evaluation system of claim 23, wherein 
processing evaluator further comprises logic that provides for an execution of 
5 processing operation based upon a user input. 



24 (Currently Amended) The image processing evaluation system of claim 
the image processing evaluator further comprises logic that provides for at 
threshold associated with the at least one @£4he Image processing parameter. 

? thereby providing a performance benchmark with which a value for the at 
©*#»e image processing parameter paromotoro may be compared. 
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(Currently Amended) The image processing evaluation system of claim 
whdrein the logic that provides for the at least one threshold associated with the at 
e ©f4be image processing parameter poramotoro further comprises logic that 
ically determines the at least one threshold. 



27. 



(Original) The image processing evaluation system of claim 23, wherein 
processing evaluator further comprises logic that prevents the execution of 
processing operation when the computer system is incapable of performing 
imatfie processing operation. 



2! I. 



mac a 



20. (Original) The image processing evaluation system of claim 23, wherein 
processing evaluator further comprises logic that automatically optimizes the 
ocessing settings. 



(Original) The image processing evaluation system of claim 28, wherein 
processing evaluator further comprises logic that withholds at least one of the 
pi ocessing settings from an automated optimization operation. 



3d. 



(Original) The image processing evaluation system of claim 23, wherein 
Dgic|that evaluates the effectiveness of the anticipated execution of the image 

operation in the computer system further comprises logic that estimates an 
time for a full execution of the image processing operation. 
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1 - (Original) The image processing evaluation system of claim 23, wherein 
5 that evaluates the effectiveness of the anticipated execution of the image 
ing operation in the computer system further comprises logic that estimates a 
amount of at least one type of memory that is necessary to perform the image 
operation. 
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3 2. (Canceled) 



(Currently Amended) The image processing evaluation system of claim 
herein at least one of the image processing settings is selected from the group 
g of a scan resolution of the scan operation, a color depth of the scan 
1, and a page size of the scan operation. 



eva uatic 



ima ji 



con jnsi 



(Currently Amended) A system for image processing operation 
n, comprising: 

means for evaluating an effectiveness of an anticipated execution of an 
processing operation in a computer system , the image processing operation 
m one of an optical scanning of a n image from a print medium, a copying of 



nag a disposed on the print medium, or a printing of the image on the print medium: 



pan metj ir 



means for presenting at least one d number of image processing 
; poromotops to a user, the at least one image processing parameter 
paiJmotJ>ro indicating the effectiveness of the anticipated execution of the image 
proij^ssifig operation; and 

means for altering of a number of image processing settings that 
ispohdingly alters the effectiveness of the anticipated execution of the image 
prod 3ssii ig operation. 
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5. (Currently Amended) An image processing evaluation program embodied 
a cojnputer readable medium, comprising: 

code that evaluates an effectiveness of an anticipated execution of the 
irrjge processing operation in a computer system by estimating an amount of time for a 

exe ;ution of the image processing operation and by estimating a minimum amount 
of it let ist one type of memory that is necessary to perform the image processing 
op|rati(Jn; 

code that presents at least one onumb o ro f image processing parameter 
pa smete to a user, the at least one image processing parameter paramotoro 
inc catir g the effectiveness of the anticipated execution of the image processing 
op|raticjn; 

code that prevents the execution of the image processing operation when 
thejcomjsuter system is incapable of performing the image processing operation; and 

code that provides for an execution of the image processing operation 
badfed ubon a user input. 



3§. (Original) The image processing evaluation program embodied in the 
con put* readable medium of claim 35, further comprising code that facilitates a 

< (Iteration of a number of image processing settings that correspondingly alters 
of the anticipated execution of the image processing operation. 
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(Original) The image processing evaluation program embodied in the 
readable medium of claim 36, further comprising code that automatically 
optimize! the image processing settings. 



38 (Original) The Image processing evaluation program embodied in the 
tei readable medium of claim 37, wherein the image processing operation is a 
ation. 
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(Currently Amended) An Image processing evaluation method, 

cor iprispng: 

forecasting a plurality rwmbor of image processing parameters of an 
image processing operation based upon at least one image processing setting, the 
im< ge processing parameters including an estimate of an execution time of the image 
ng operation and an estimate of a minimum amount of at least one type of 
necessary to perform the image processing operation; 

displaying the image processing parameters on a display device; and 
performing a preoperative task based upon a user input in response to the 
dis lay if the image processing parameters. 



pro ;ess 
me noi 



the 
the 



y. (Original) The image processing evaluation program embodied in the 

readable medium of claim 37, wherein at least one of the image processing 
is selected from the group consisting of a scan resolution of the scan operation, 
of the scan operation, and a page size of the scan operation. 



(Original) The image processing evaluation method of claim 40, wherein 
step 3f performing the preoperative task based upon the user Input in response to 
lispl Jy of the image processing parameters further comprises initiating the image 
ig operation. 
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(Original) The image processing evaluation method of claim 40. wherein 
)f performing the preoperative task based upon the user input in response to 
ispfc y of the image processing parameters further comprises canceling the image 
g operation. 
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3. (Original) The image processing evaluation method of claim 40, wherein 
th| stefe of performing the preoperative task based upon the user input in response to 
display of the image processing parameters further comprises: 

altering the at feast one image processing setting based upon a user 
nput; and 

re-forecasting the numb er of image processing parameters based upon 
ttojat [(last one image processing setting altered by the user setting input. 



se 



the 



(Original) The image processing evaluation method of claim 40, wherein 
step of performing the preoperative task based upon the user input in response to 
the disp ay of the image processing parameters further comprises automatically 
del srmining an optimum configuration for the at least one image processing setting to 
per orm the image processing operation. 
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